
GENERAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE
MINUTES

December 3, 2009
Present: Margaret Ballantyne, Anamika Dasgupta, Ruel Desamero, Laura Fishman, Wayne Forrester, Lidia Gonzalez, Jane Keleher, Andrea Krauss, Margaret MacNeil, Deborah Majerovitz, Ray Marks, Vadim Moldovan, Tim Paglione, Dorothy Ramsey, Howard Ruttenberg, Debra Swoboda, Xiaodan Zhang
General Education Framework
Task Force (TF) co-chair Swoboda distributed the grid describing freshman and core course learning objectives, pedagogy, delivery, etc., created at the November TF meeting, as well as a revised matrix (attachment) created by the co-chairs that included these dimensions plus goals and competencies for all courses in the proposed general education (GE) curriculum (attachment). Swoboda urged TF members to think about how different courses in the new GE met particular objectives, but how they also fit together as a whole curriculum. The co-chairs pointed out that the revised grid identifies competencies for each course, instead of literacies or skills, and they distributed descriptions of these competencies and their Bloom taxonomy levels. Members were asked to review these documents for further discussion, and to consider how to identify appropriate pedagogies and assessment methods for these courses based on course goals and learning objectives.

Course Curriculum Proposal Development

The co-chairs suggested that one of the next steps in GE curriculum development would be for the Faculty Inquiry Groups (FIGs) to create a course curriculum proposal, to be discussed further at the TF retreat in January. Members Fishman and Zhang asked about the content of the curriculum proposals, and FIG leaders agreed to develop a proposal that included a common set of objectives and competencies for all sections of a keystone course, as well as a delineation of possible topics to be taught under each keystone umbrella. TF members also discussed the level and prerequisites for keystone courses, and agreed that keystone courses will be designated 200 level courses with no prerequisites, and should be completed by 60 credits.
Health and Wellness Requirement
TF members discussed the nature of courses to be included in the set of foundation requirements, currently proposed to consist of a (new) 3 credit freshman seminar, a (new) 6 credit/2 semester English composition sequence, a 4 credit math course, and proficiency in a foreign language (0-6 credits). The co-chairs asked TF members to consider whether or not to include PE 150 in foundation requirements, as some faculty in Health and Physical Education had been lobbying the TF to do so. Co-chair Ballantyne pointed out that the current York GE mission statement, passed by the Senate prior to Middle States review, includes health and wellness as a learning goal. She also pointed out that PE 150 is not a liberal arts course. TF members agreed that the Health and Physical Education Department should be given an opportunity to create a 1-2 credit liberal arts course for possible inclusion in the new GE foundation courses, and directed the co-chairs to ask that the department create an interdisciplinary FIG to develop such a course for further TF consideration.
Breadth Requirement
TF members discussed whether or not to include a breadth requirement in the new curriculum, specifically having each major designate 3 courses from existing general education courses that students in that major should take. Members outlined the pros and cons of this type of graduation requirement. Co-chair Swoboda pointed out that York majors range in size from 30 to 80 credits, leaving students in some majors more room to explore non-required liberal arts courses. Members MacNeil, Paglioni, and Desamero pointed out that liberal arts course flexibility for science majors was a problem of required course sequencing as much as size of the major. Member Majerovitz and co-chair Ballantyne reminded members that major requirements are not immutable, while co-chair Moldovan said that some professional program requirements were driven by accreditation standards. Krauss suggested that some flexibility of requirements such as completion of fewer than five keystone courses or waiver of some keystones, might be necessary for students in some professional programs or large majors. Majerovitz pointed out that waiver of certain requirements might necessitate a student taking them after completion of 60 credits if the student did not gain entrance to the desired major or program. Co-chair Swoboda recommended that TF members create four-year major program plans that included proposed GE requirements in order to evaluate size/sequence/waiver issues associated with implementing the new GE, and that this issue could be discussed further at the TF retreat in January. Regarding the possibility of a breadth requirement, TF members agreed that while each major might recommend that students in that major take 0-9 credits of liberal arts courses to enhance breadth, this should not be a formal graduation requirement of the new GE.

Capstone Requirement

TF members discussed whether or not to include a capstone experience requirement in the new GE. The co-chairs pointed out that a capstone requirement would allow for assessment of GE and major learning as students exited York, and that the requirement could be experiential and/or writing intensive in nature. Members discussed how some majors and programs could use existing courses, while others would need to create a course requirement or join with other departments or schools in creating a common requirement. Co-chair Moldovan suggested that a new Capstone Experience FIG be created, and member Krauss agreed to lead this FIG, with input from the co-chairs to create an interdisciplinary group of members. 
January Retreat
The co-chairs announced that a retreat was scheduled for the Task Force on Wednesday, January 27 (the day before classes begin), 10-4pm in the Faculty Dining Room (AC 2D01). 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.
	COURSE
	GOAL
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES


	PEDAGOGY
	COMPETENCIES
	ASSESSMENT
	DELIVERY

	FOUNDATION COURSES



	Freshman

Seminar


	Enhance academic skills for college success
	1. Strengthen learning skills

2. Become acquainted with college programs and services

3. Explore computing and information resources

4. Develop a sense of community with faculty and fellow students
	Common book selection for all sections;
Collaborative learning (in-class and electronic small group discussion; group projects)
	Reading

Written Communication

Technology
	
	

	English 150 & 151
	Use the English language to write in an effective manner
	1. Develop (and deepen) writing processes

2. Use (and deepen use of)  writing conventions and conceptual frameworks

3. Apply (and deepen application of) information literacy skills (i.e., source evaluation, standards)

4. Make connections between text content and personal goals

	Blackboard assignments;

E-portfolio
	Reading

Written Communication

Critical Thinking

Technology


	
	

	Mathematics
	Use mathematical symbols and models to solve problems
	1. Interpret and draw inferences from mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, and tables

2. Represent mathematical information symbolically, visually, numerically, and verbally

3. Use several methods, such as algebraic, geometric, and statistical reasoning, to solve problems

4. Generalize from specific patterns and phenomena to abstract principles and specific applications

	
	Quantitative Literacy
	
	





	Foreign Language
	Communicate in a language other than spoken and

written English
	
	
	Reading

Written Communication


	
	

	KEYSTONE COURSES: PERSPECTIVES ON THE DISCIPLINES



	Arts of

Expression


	Understand historical and contemporary processes and practices in the arts
	1. Find thematic connections in the arts and humanities

2. Explore fundamental questions of value, meaning, and creativity in literature and creative products

3. Identify how literature, music, media reflect the values of an era or culture

4. Become aware of considerations guiding artistic practice and response
	
	Reading

Written Communication

Technology


	
	

	Human Behavior


	Understand social science frameworks and processes for analyzing human problems
	1. Investigate social and behavioral frameworks and research processes
2. Use individual, group, and society units of analysis to study behavior

3. Analyze contemporary events in their various social contexts

4. Understand the effects of values, attitudes, and ideologies upon individual and institutional behavior
	Collaborative learning (in-class and electronic small group discussion; group projects)
	Reading

Written Communication

Critical Thinking

Quantitative Literacy


	
	

	World & US

History


	Understand the commonality and interdependence of the peoples of the nation and world
	1. Relate effects of geography, politics, economics, and religion on history of a culture

2. Compare/contrast attitudes and values of specific eras (past to the present) and cultures (non-Western/ Western culture)

3.Understand how alternate perspectives create different narratives of the past
4. Synthesize and apply historical information from primary and secondary sources
	Collaborative learning (in-class and electronic small group discussion; group projects)
	Reading

Written Communication

Critical Thinking

Technology


	
	


	Rhetoric & Explanation


	Understand the processes of investigation, interpretation, and persuasion for writing and research
	1. Apply principles of logic and ethics

2. Evaluate different questions addressed by philosophers and their positions on those questions

3. Recognize rhetorical concerns (i.e., audience, purpose)

4. Evaluate different kinds of rhetorical arguments


	
	Reading

Written Communication

Critical Thinking


	
	

	Scientific Literacy


	Understand the scientific viewpoint and its application
	1. Use the scientific method, and communicate results

2. Evaluate scientific literature

3. Investigate the role of science and technology in the 21st century

4. Evaluate the ethical impact of scientific endeavors


	1 course for each science discipline (BIO, CHE, AST, GEO);

Lecture (case study pedagogy);

Lab (design and conduct experiments)
	Reading

Written Communication

Critical Thinking

Technology

Quantitative Literacy


	
	

	ADVANCED COURSES



	Writing 301/302/303
	Explore the research resources, patterns of discourse, and

conventions of major disciplines
	1. Conduct drafting, revising, editing, and formatting of documents
	
	
	
	


	Capstone Experience
	Integrate learning across GE and within major in a 'real-world' exercise
	1. Communicate in-depth understanding of an approach or issue using current technological resources

2. Develop an analytical perspective on one's experience

3. Synthesize knowledge, abilities and values
	Majors (individually or jointly) designate capstone course requirement

Project completion (i.e., written paper, oral presentation, e-portfolio) resulting from course or field experience
	Reading

Written Communication

Critical Thinking

Technology

Quantitative Literacy
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