	Skills

	Level of Proficiency

	Criteria
	Exemplary (4)
	Accomplished (3)
	Developing (2)
	Beginning (1)

	APA Format Knowledge
	___ Entire paper is double-spaced with 1" margins

___ 12 pt font, New Times Roman

___ Correct running head (header) with pagination

___ Title is in correct location and includes major variables
___Abstract provides complete overview of paper (75-100, or up to 150-200 words)


	___ Adheres to APA format but lacks 1-2 elements
___ Abstract provides incomplete overview of paper (and significantly less or more than 150-200 words)


	___ Adheres to a smaller number APA elements
___ Abstract present but incomplete, unclear or otherwise minimally acceptable
	___ Does not adhere APA elements
___ No abstract

	Ability to formulate Hypotheses/Aims
	___ Approximately one paragraph, addressing the topic and a main idea

___ Includes thesis statement that is appropriate in scope (states the goal of the current paper)

	___ Of variable length, identifying a topic

___ Includes thesis statement that may not comprise a topic and an assertion
	___ Introduction present but incomplete, unclear or otherwise minimally acceptable
	___ No introduction

	Ability to synthesize the  literature 
	___ Five or more elements below
___ Each paragraph contains a clear topic sentence (and also logically leads to the next paragraph)
___Defines concepts and main variables

___Provide concise and clear background of variables/concepts using relevant studies

___Describe research methods/findings of prior relevant studies
___Provided citations from more than one study that supports the main idea

___Clearly identifies gaps in the literature

___Identify future research direction that is ties to existing body of research
	___ Less than Five elements 

___ Not all elements support and develop the main idea

___ Not all paragraphs contain a clear topic sentence (and also logically leads to the next paragraph)

	___Less than three elements

___Body present but significantly incomplete, unclear or otherwise minimally acceptable
	___ No body

	Ability to summarize
	___ Typically one paragraph (or may be more)

___ Summarizes the body and concludes the paper

___ Contains restatement of the main idea (or thesis statement), summarize subpoints and leaves the reader with an interesting final impression
	___ Less than one paragraph

___ Summarizes the body incompletely with weak conclusion

___ Contains less than the following: restatement of the main idea (or thesis statement), summarize subpoints and leaves the reader with an interesting final impression

	___Conclusion present but significantly incomplete, unclear or otherwise minimally acceptable
	___ No conclusion

	Utilization of sources 
	___ All sources properly attributed, no plagiarism, paraphrasing and direct quotes where appropriate
___ References on separate titled page (centered)

___ In correct APA format (all information included and appropriate for type of source)

___ Listed alphabetically

___ Hanging indent

___ Each source is cited at least once and all cited sources are included in references

___ All citations complete and correctly applied
	___ Sources properly attributed, no plagiarism
___ References on separate titled page (centered)

___ Not all in correct APA format (all information included and appropriate for type of source)

___ Less than the following (listed alphabetically; hanging indent; each source is cited at least once and all cited sources are included in references, citations complete and correct)
	___ Attribution present but significantly incomplete, papers contains plagiarism
___References present but significantly incomplete, unclear or otherwise minimally acceptable
	___ No attribution
___ No references

	Style and Writing Mechanics (standard grammar, spelling, punctuation, and usage)
	___ Academically appropriate (free of slang, fluency of expression)

___ Syntax, grammar, spelling, punctuation, usage, mechanics, organization, and clarity are at the highest level
	___ Generally academically appropriate as described
___ Few to several issues with writing mechanics
	___ Minimally academically appropriate as described
___ Multiple issues with writing mechanics
	___ Not academically appropriate
___ Multiple issues with writing mechanics and no evidence of review


